
Memorial Study 2021 – Part IV 
 
 

1) What is the origin of the word “Easter,” and how has it come to be applied to the 
Passover season? 

 
2) To what day, rather than a period, has the name “Easter” been attached? 

 
3) What should we consider the most appropriate day for celebrating our Lord's 

Resurrection? 
 

4) What is the larger view of the term “Easter,” as held by Catholics, and what superseded 
the celebration of the Memorial Supper at its appropriate time? 

 
5) What was the change in method of counting the date of our Lord's death and when was 

it instituted? How does this differ from the Jewish reckoning? For more information on 
the disagreements amongst the brethren regarding the calculation method see: 

  
a) Charles Redeker’s article in the March/April 2005 issue of the Herald 

(http://www.heraldmag.org/2005/05ma_10.htm) 
b) P.S.L. Johnson’s note in the LHMM edition of Studies in the Scriptures, vol. 6, pgs. 

733-736 (https://www.biblestandard.com/uploads/2/1/4/9/21496142/sits6_-
_the_new_creation_[web].pdf)  

c) The Watchtower, February 15, 1990, pgs. 13-15 (https://wol.jw.org/en/wol/d/r1/lp-
e/1990124#h=25:0-33:88) 

 
6) What was the special appropriateness of our Lord's being crucified at the full moon?  

 
7) What statements from McClintock and Strong's Encyclopedia and other recognized 

religious and secular authorities corroborate the foregoing positions?  
 
Link to the American Cyclopædia, vol. 6 (1879). Article on Easter, its customs and date 
controversies is found on pgs. 373, 374: 
https://ia800904.us.archive.org/24/items/americancyclopae06ripluoft/americancyclopa
e06ripluoft.pdf 

 
Link to McClintock & Strong’s Cyclopaedia, vol. 3 (1891). Articles on Easter and the 
Easter Controversies are found on pgs. 12-14: 
https://ia600202.us.archive.org/5/items/CyclopaediaBiblicalTheologicalEcclesiasticalLite
rature.Mcclintock.Strong/03.CyclopaediaBiblicalTheologicalEcclesiasticalLiterature.v3.E-
F-G.Suppl.McClintock.Strong.NY.HarpBroth.1891..pdf 
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Link to the Catholic Encyclopedia, vol 5 (1909, 1913). Articles on Easter and the Easter 
Controversies are found on pgs. 224-230:  
https://ia802303.us.archive.org/13/items/catholicencyclop05herbuoft/catholicencyclop
05herbuoft.pdf 

 
Link to the Encyclopedia Americana article, vol. 9 (1918). Article on Easter, its customs 
and date controversies is found on pgs. 507, 508: 
https://ia800704.us.archive.org/34/items/encyclopediaame11unkngoog/encyclopediaa
me11unkngoog.pdf 

 
Link to the Encyclopædia Britannica article, vol. 8 (1911). Article on Easter, its customs 
and date controversies is found on pgs. 828, 829: 
https://ia800303.us.archive.org/10/items/EB1911WMF/VOL08_DEMIJOHN-EDWARD-
_THE_BLACK_PRINCE.pdf 

 
Link to the Encyclopædia Britannica online article (2021) on Easter and the Easter 
Controversies is found here: 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Easter-holiday 
 
Link to the Wikipedia article on Easter, its customs and controversies surrounding the 
date is found here: 

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter 
 
 Link to the Wikipedia article on the origin of the English word Easter: 
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ēostre 
 
 Link to the Wikipedia article on the names of Easter: 
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Names_of_Easter 
 

8) Should Christians participate in Easter celebrations such as Easter egg hunts, egg dying, 
Easter baskets, etc.? Why or why not?  Compare Exodus 32:1-10 with Esther 3:1-7; 9:20-
32. 
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